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FRENCH COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Welcome to the French  Course ! 
Bienvenue au cours de Français ! 

 
I am extraordinarily excited to have you in the class. Welcome to the French-speaking world! 
Bienvenue dans le monde de la Francophonie! 
 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) explains the benefits of learning a foreign language in 
Chapter 114. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English, as 
follows: The study of world languages is an essential part of education. In the 21st century 
language classroom, students gain an understanding of two basic aspects of human existence: 
the nature of communication and the complexity of culture. Students become aware of multiple 
perspectives and means of expression, which lead to an appreciation of difference and diversity. 
Further benefits of foreign language study include stronger cognitive development, increased 
creativity, and divergent thinking. Students who effectively communicate in more than one 
language, with an appropriate understanding of cultural context, are globally literate and 
possess the attributes of successful participants in the world community. (Source: 
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter114/ch114toc.pdf ) 
 
During this school year you will have a great opportunity to learn how you can speak, read, write 
and understand French in a variety of situations. 
Your journey to the French world will show you very interesting things about the daily life, 
culture, music, art, science, history  and much more. While gaining competence with the 
language, civilisation and culture of the Francophone world, it is equally important to have fun. 
To that end, I hope we can work together to make our class a pleasant environment where we 
gain new knowledge and enjoy doing so. 
 
Bonne chance! Good luck! 
Bon voyage! Have a good trip! 
 

Contact information: 
Monsieur Antonius Avram 

Shadow Creek High School: Room C-326 
Phone: (281) 245-3800 Ext. 6667 

Email: aavram@alvinisd.net 
Course Description 
This course has been developed in accordance with the provisions of  Chapter 114. Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English (Texas Education Agency). 
The aim of this course is stated as follows: 
 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter114/ch114toc.pdf
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§114.C. High School 
Students in Level I are expected to reach a proficiency level of Novice Mid to Novice High, as 
defined in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012 and the ACTFL Performance Descriptors for 
Language Learners. 
(A) Students at the Novice Mid proficiency level express meaning in highly predictable 
contexts through the use of memorized and recalled words and phrases. They are best 
able to understand aural cognates, borrowed words, and high-frequency, highly 
contextualized words and phrases with repetition. Novice Mid students may be difficult 
to understand by the most sympathetic listeners and readers accustomed to dealing with 
language learners. Novice Mid students are inconsistently successful when performing 
Novice-level tasks. 
(B) Students at the Novice High proficiency level express meaning in simple, predictable 
contexts through the use of learned and recombined phrases and short sentences. They are 
best able to understand sentence-length information within highly contextualized situations and 
sources. Novice High students may generally be understood by sympathetic listeners and 
readers accustomed to dealing with language learners. Novice High students are consistently 
successful when performing Novice-level tasks. Novice High students show evidence of 
Intermediate Low proficiency but lack consistency. 
(Source:http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter114/ch114c.pdf ) 
 
The following Unit themes will constitute the core of the course (based on Alvin ISD curriculum 
and T’es branché? textbook): 

● Bonjour, tout le monde! 
● Les passe-temps 
● À l’école 
● Le weekend 
● Les gens que je connais 
● La rue commerçante 
● À la maison 
● À Paris 
● En bonne forme 
● Les grandes vacances 

 
Materials 
Pens and pencils, green or blue ink correction pen, highlighters 
One (1) composition notebook 
One (1) three-ring binder (to store the notebook, handouts and returned work) 
 
Classroom Procedures 
In order to function efficiently and to maximize learning time, it is necessary to have a set of 
rules, procedures, and expectations for the classroom. It is expected that all students will follow 
the classroom rules and procedures in addition to those that apply to the entire school district. 
 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter114/ch114c.pdf
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Classroom Rules 
 

1) Be Respectful 
Treat others well and be sensitive to others’ differences. Treat yourself with self-respect and do 
your best. Participate in a an encouraging, collaborative classroom community. Do not disturb 
the others from the learning process with your bad attitude, actions or noisy behaviour. 

2) Be Responsible 
Come to class prepared (homework, materials, assignments) and be ready to learn. Start 
working immediately after you enter the classroom and you are set for work. 

3) Be Positive 
Learning a foreign language and being a member of an academic community take time and 
effort. Success isn’t automatic but comes with effort and a positive attitude. 

4) Be Open 
Other languages and cultures function differently than your own language. Other people have 
different ideas and ways of doing things. No single way is necessarily better than another. Be 
flexible and receptive to new ideas and experiences. This way you will be able to learn faster 
and achieve better results. 

5) Enjoy Yourself 
Learning a foreign language is also about having fun through self improvement. Explore the 
subject and find something that you really like about it. 
 
Classroom Expectations 

1) Timeliness 
Be in your seat and ready to go when the bell rings. When class is over, you are dismissed by 
the teacher, not the bell. 

2) Consideration/ Respect 
Respect the teacher, your peers and yourself. 

a) Use school-appropriate language and do your best to keep positive. 
b) Talk when it is your turn. Do not speak over the teacher or your peers. This 

includes non-verbal communication such as gestures, notes, and any form of 
electronic communication not related to the learning process. 

c) If you have a complaint, issue or question, regarding the teacher or classroom 
policy, see the teacher at the end of class, come to tutoring or leave a note/ 
email. Your concerns are important for the teacher and will be treated seriously. 

d) Keep your belongings stowed unless they are directly related to French class. 
This means no electronic devices, grooming implements, and non-French class 
related books or objects, unless explicitly authorized by the teacher. 

e) No food or drink in the classroom except water. 
f) Avoid any activities or behaviors not listed above that may be disruptive to the 

learning environment. 
3) Preparedness  
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Come to class with all the necessary materials to work and learn. Do any work assigned to you 
and have it ready to be turned in, at the assigned date and time. Take the time to learn and 
practice French outside the classroom; language is acquired through constant use and practice. 

4) Engagement 
Be engaged in classroom discussions, activities and assignments. Any assignments and 
activities are designed to help you learn French and make progress. In order to learn best, it is 
imperative that you engage fully both in the classroom and with your independent work. 
 
Rewards and Discipline 
It is imperative that all students are on the same page and held to the same standards of 
behaviour. Please read carefully the provisions of 2018-2019 ALVIN ISD STUDENT/PARENT 
HANDBOOK (Section Conduct). As required by law, the board has adopted a Student Code of 
Conduct that prohibits certain behaviors and defines standards of acceptable behavior—both on 
and off campus as well as on district vehicles—and consequences for violation of these 
standards. The district has disciplinary authority over a student in accordance with the Student 
Code of Conduct. Students and parents should be familiar with the standards set out in the 
Student Code of Conduct, as well as campus and classroom rules. 
 
Students can expect to be rewarded for showing positive behaviour in the classroom or 
demonstrating effort and improvement in their work. This may include rewards such as  praise, 
recognition, awards, extra points on a test, or other incentives. 
 
Unfortunately, wrong behavior sometimes happens in the classroom. This could lead to the 
consequences stated in the district policy, as mentioned above. In order to avoid repeating 
maladaptive behavior, following steps will be taken, in the order listed, to address these 
situations: 

A. Verbal warning(s) to the student 
B. Student-Teacher conference 
C. Contact the parent 
D. Administrative intervention  

 
Grading 
Grading will be made in accordance with district policy and procedures. Please read carefully 
the district provisions for grading in 2018-2019 ALVIN ISD STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK 
(Grading). 
 
Grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated and distributed to 
students and their parents by the classroom teacher. These guidelines have been reviewed by 
each applicable curriculum department and have been approved by the campus principal. 
These guidelines establish the minimum number of assignments, projects, and examinations 
required for each grading period. In addition, these guidelines establish how the student’s 
mastery of concepts and achievement will be communicated (i.e., letter grades, numerical 
averages, checklist of required skills, etc.). Grading guidelines also outline in what 
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circumstances a student will be allowed to redo an assignment or retake an examination for 
which the student originally made a failing grade. Procedures for a student to follow after an 
absence will also be addressed. 
 
Students are required to actively listen and participate in class and will receive a grade based 
on participation. Homework is given periodically throughout the year, as students need daily 
practice to become proficient in French. All graded work will be handed back before major 
assessments so that students are able to use them as study aides. If an absence is expected on 
the day of a scheduled quiz or exam, the student is responsible for notifying the teacher and 
arranging an alternate time/ day to take the assessment. Students should do their own work, 
using teacher recommended resources, words and phrases that we have learned in class, or 
personal enrichment vocabulary. District late work policy will also be applied. 
 
Daily grades include anything that is not flagged as a test or major project. The proportion in the 
student’s average for daily grades is 50 percent and those for tests or major projects is 50 
percent, as well. Grades will be posted and accessible via Skyward. 
 
Tutorials 
I will be available for tutorials on  Mondays and Thursdays from 2:55 pm to 3:40 pm or by 
appointment. If parents have any questions or concerns they are welcome to  meet me during 
my conference period (7th period) , or communicate with me by phone, email, or pre-arranged 
appointment. 
 
Digital Citizenship 
Electronic devices may be used in class for instructional purposes only. Cellphones and other 
electronic devices are great tools for learning and will be used from time to time in French class. 
However, all students should behave as responsible digital citizens and follow district 
procedures as stated in Electronic Devices and Technology Resources (All Grade 
Levels)--2018-2019 ALVIN ISD STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK. 
 
Recommendations 

● Please use the teacher’s recommended resources for each topic and practice French as 
often as possible. 

● Watch TV-5 the French language channel. It is available on most cable provider network 
as well as well as online at http://www.tv5monde.com/  Try different shows, news or 
even weather forecast. At first, you may not understand anything, but soon you will 
recognize more and more. 

● If you don’t understand a concept in class, ot you get behind, see me for extra help 
before it’s too late. If you can’t make the set tutorials, let me know when you’ll be coming 
for help to be sure I’ll be in my classroom. 

● Speak in French as much as possible. Talk to your friends, your family members or even 
your pets... Never be concerned about making mistakes. Mistakes are your ally, not your 

http://www.tv5monde.com/
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enemy. Never worry that your pronunciation is not right and people who hear you will be 
judging your mistakes. It’s all about practice. 

● Practice online with school-appropriate French websites. There are so many out there. 
● Read in French as often as you can.  
● Listen to French music and watch some television in French. Pandora is a great way to 

listen to French music, and if you have access to Netflix or other streaming services, you 
can often switch the spoken or subtitled language of shows and movies to French. 

 
I look forward to a great year full of fun and French learning! 
 
Please detach, sign and return the following section to Monsieur Avram, within 7 days from 
receipt. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Class Period:___________ 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

I have received and read the French  Syllabus and will contact Monsieur Avram if I have any 
questions, comments, or concerns regarding the course. 

 
Parent/ Guardian Name:________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/ Guardian Signature______________________________Date:_ _/_ _/ _ _ _ _  
 
Phone Number: (_ _ _) _ _ _ -_ _ _                   Alternate Phone Number (_ _ _) _ _ _ -_ _ _ 
 
Email: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ @ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
Best Method of Contact: ________________________________________________ 
 

I have received and read the French  Syllabus and am aware that if I have any questions or 
concerns, I am free to discuss them with Monsieur Avram 

 
Student Signature: ________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 


